
 

 
 

Assessment Public Report 
 

2021A Advanced Specialised Training in Emergency Medicine 
(EM) Structured Assessment using Multiple Patient Scenarios 

(StAMPS) 

Purpose 
This public report provides information for candidates, supervisors, educators and training 
organisations and is produced following each Emergency Medicine (EM) Structured 
Assessment using Multiple Patient Scenarios (StAMPS). It includes information on the 
conduct, outcomes, statistics and commentary for the most recently delivered exam. Past 
public reports are available on the ACRRM website. 

Introduction 
The EM StAMPS assessment is an oral assessment in which the candidate is presented 
realistic emergency medicine scenarios. Candidates are asked three questions over 10 
minutes for each scenario. The EM StAMPS assessment aims to test higher order thinking 
skills in a highly contextualised framework. Candidates are expected to explain how they 
would approach a given situation, demonstrating clinical reasoning, not only knowledge of 
facts. 

Overall Outcome 
A total of 18 candidates sat the 2021A EM StAMPS exam. 13 of the 18 candidates passed. 
The overall pass rate was 72%. 

Assessment Statistics 
The total number of candidates is consistent with the 2020B EM StAMPS exam. The pass rate 
of 72% was an improvement on the last StAMPS exams (63%) and shows a continuing trend 
of increasing pass rates over the past 6 years.  

The pass rate for AGPT candidates was 63% and Independent Pathway candidates was 80%. 

Nine out of eleven candidates passed on their first attempt, three on their second attempt and 
one on their third attempt.  

Caution is urged in interpreting the percentage pass rates with such small numbers. 

  

https://www.acrrm.org.au/resources/assessment/public-assessment-reports
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Pass rates between 2015 – 2021 

 
Conduct of the Exam 
The 2021A exam was held on 4 July 2021 and was delivered online across Australia. The 
exam was delivered successfully despite COVID19 lockdowns across the country.  
Due to ongoing COVID-19 requirements, candidates undertook the exam remotely in their own 
locations, rather than travelling distances to attend exam centres. Venues and invigilators were 
required to be officially approved by ACRRM and met the standards required for EM STAMPS 
exams. 

The AST EM StAMPS assessment is based on the Advanced Specialised Training 
Emergency Medicine Curriculum. The scenarios used in this assessment are based on real-
life emergency medicine scenarios and are written by practising Fellows of ACRRM with 
extensive experience in emergency medicine; then reviewed by a panel of doctors who are 
Fellows of ACRRM and/or ACEM. 

Further information may be found in the Handbook for Fellowship Assessment 

Quality Assurance 
Extensive quality assurance and analysis is undertaken prior to, throughout and following the 
assessment to ensure that: 

• scenarios are appropriate, at the correct level and consistent with previous AST EM 
StAMPS assessments 

• assessors mark fairly and consistently 
• any process issues are considered 

https://www.acrrm.org.au/resources/assessment/handbooks-guides
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In the weeks prior to the exams, moderation meetings are held with individual examiners to 
“fine tune” scenarios to minimise any ambiguities, develop appropriate probing questions, 
and to consider “Borderline” and “Fail” criteria to be in line with the level expected of AST 
candidates.   

Overview Grading and Scoring  
The ‘AST StAMPS EM Community Profile’ details key demographic, logistic and health 
service availability information about the theoretical rural community in which the 
assessment is set. The ‘AST StAMPS EM Community Profile’ is published on the ACRRM 
webpage and updated regularly. Candidates are provided with a copy of the Community 
Profile and are permitted to retain this for reference during the reading time and throughout 
the assessment. 

The result of the assessment is determined by the grades achieved across the eight 
scenarios.  

Candidate performance is assessed across five categories using a global assessment scale.  

1. Overall Impression  
2. Develop appropriate management plan that incorporates relevant medical & rural 

(community profile) contextual factors  
3. Define the problem systematically 
4. Communication  
5. Be flexible in response to new information 

 
The grades awarded for ‘overall impression’ are viewed in the first instance:  
 

• if a candidate has achieved a satisfactory or higher grade in all 8 scenarios, they will 
have passed the assessment. 

• if they have achieved a borderline score for one scenario, but satisfactory in the other 
seven, they will have passed.  

• in the case of only five scenarios being at a satisfactory or higher grade, the overall 
result will be a fail.  
 

In cases where there is not a clear result, the other grading categories are then considered, 
with the category ‘Develop appropriate management plan that incorporates relevant medical 
& rural contextual factors’ being the next to be viewed and then if there is still no clear result 
the other three categories are reviewed.  
 
Noted that each grading category is viewed individually, and that the overall impression is not 
a ‘composite score’ of the other grades awarded for the scenario. The relevant lead examiner 
carefully reviews every “just failed” assessment result to ensure they are correct. 
 
Assessors are a combination of Fellows of ACRRM with advanced skills in emergency 
medicine and Fellows of ACEM. Assessors are trained for the role. A Quality Assurance 
assessor undertakes parallel marking and co-marks with assessors over the assessment. The 

https://www.acrrm.org.au/resources/assessment/stamps-community-profiles
https://www.acrrm.org.au/resources/assessment/stamps-community-profiles
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assessment is videorecorded for quality assurance purposes. All “just fail” results are reviewed 
and co-marked prior to finalising the results.  
 
Passing the AST EM StAMPS assessment requires a candidate to demonstrate their ability to 
manage emergency presentations as outlined below. 
 
• Autonomously stabilise and initially manage all emergency patients across all Australian 

Triage categories.   
• Competently provide definitive emergency medical care for most emergency 

patients and determine when additional support from experienced colleagues is required 
(Which may be through distance telehealth technology). 
 

Further information may be found at https://www.acrrm.org.au/docs/default-source/all-
files/ast-handbook-emergency-medicine.pdf?210324. 
 
In addition to the abilities required in the Primary Curriculum for EM, doctors achieving AST in 
EM are required to be able to competently provide definitive emergency medical care including 
common emergency medicine procedural interventions for individual patients across all 
presentations including Australian Triage Category 1 and 2. 
 
The first public report for Advanced Specialised Training (AST) in Emergency Medicine (EM) 
StAMPS was released following the 2016B assessment.  

Curriculum Blueprint 
ACRRM Domains: 
 

1. Provide expert medical care in all rural contexts 
2. Provide primary care 
3. Provide secondary medical care 
4. Respond to medical emergencies 
5. Apply a population health approach 
6. Work with Aboriginal, Torres Strait Islander, and other culturally diverse communities 

to improve health and wellbeing 
7. Practise medicine within an ethical, intellectual, and professional framework 
8. Provide safe medical care while working in geographic and professional isolation 

 
The table below provides a brief description of the 2021A scenarios, the presentation, topics 
covered and percentage of candidates who passed the scenario.  
 
Scenarios were mapped to the AST curriculum and each scenario comprised three or four 
distinct issues which were linked by a common thread but also largely “stood alone” from a 
marking perspective i.e. ability to answer the second or third parts of the scenario was not 
dependent on providing a correct answer to the preceding part of the scenario. 
  

https://www.acrrm.org.au/docs/default-source/all-files/ast-handbook-emergency-medicine.pdf?210324
https://www.acrrm.org.au/docs/default-source/all-files/ast-handbook-emergency-medicine.pdf?210324


2021A EM StAMPS Assessment Public Report_final2021 5 

Topics covered and percentage pass rate 
 

Scenario Topics in 2021A EM StAMPS exam Pass rate  
1 Eye injury 89% 
2 Sub arachnoid haemorrhage 94% 
3 Toxicology 83% 
4 Thrombolysis complications 89% 
5 Respiratory failure 78% 
6 Spinal injury 89% 
7 Precipitant delivery 81% 
8 Dehydrated child 94% 

 
Scenario 5 was a good pass/fail discriminator. With such small numbers, caution should be 
made in making any definite conclusions on any pass rates. 
 
Cronbach’s Alpha reliability analysis across 8 stations with all 1 domain of marking (overall 
performance) was 0.926 (very high). 
 
There were no obvious common factors of poor performance in this candidate cohort.   

Candidates and Educators guidance 
Generally, the examiners felt the candidates in this assessment seemed better prepared than 
in previous exams. 
 
Since AST EM StAMPS was first delivered in 2010, pass rates for each assessment have 
ranged from 27% - 72%. 
 
ACRRM and the Regional Training Organisations have a number of preparation activities 
available to candidates to prepare for this assessment including an online StAMPS module 
that is now available to all members. 
 
The lead examiner notes that candidates who have significant current or recent EM experience 
appear to be significantly better prepared to sit the EM StAMPS assessment.  
 
In these exams, examiners delivered the same scenario to all candidates in their particular 
allocated stream.  
 
Factors consistently noted as associated with poor scores in AST EM StAMPS assessment 
include: 
 

• lack of structure in responses  
• lacking systematic approach to patient assessment and management  
• inadequate communication 
• poor understanding of the context of the scenario 
• limited understanding of telehealth/ remote support 
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Evaluation 
Following the assessment, candidates are encouraged to provide feedback via an online 
survey. Feedback is reviewed and considered accordingly and may be used to drive 
continuous improvement and improve candidate and examiner experience for future 
assessments.  
Based on feedback of candidates from the 2021A cohort, the following themes were identified: 

• Using the Zoom platform made the assessment process easier  
• The College’s ability to still conduct assessments amidst of the COVID pandemic 
• Positive experience to meet/study with other clinicians.  
• Exam questions were fair and relevant   
• Invigilators were well supported and provided with the necessary information needed 
• ACRRM Staff responded to enquiries appropriately and in a timely fashion 
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